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Feast of Tabernacles

by Pastor Lee

This month marks Thanksgiving. In Israel, the
Feast of Tabernacles is celebrated in October.
Previously as I said, this feast is similar to our
Thanksgiving. In 2016, when I visited the Holy
Land, it happened to be the beginning of the Feast
of Tabernacles. When [ saw how they celebrated
this festival, it was like a performance venue.
People gathered together, happily singing, eating,
drinking, and dancing. So, the Feast of
Tabernacles is a season filled
with gratitude, joy, and
anticipation.

This festival marks the end of
the agricultural season,
marking the end of the
harvest and storage of
summer fruits and a
thanksgiving feast. To observe
this Feast of Tabernacles, each
family has to build a booth
with their parents and eat and sleep in it for a
week. This is God allowing them to experience the
wilderness life that their ancestors had
experienced over 3,000 years ago. It is to
commemorate the Israelites' experience of
receiving God's grace while wandering in the
wilderness. Booths are built so that at least three
stars can be seen from the rooftop when lying
down in a booth. Almost ten years ago, when I
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went to the Holy Land, [ saw booths set up on one
side of the hotel.

Jerusalem, home to a large religious Jewish
community, has many unique housing structures
designed for booths. Finding suitable spaces for
booths in apartment complexes are not easy.
Therefore, most apartments in Jerusalem are built
in terraced structures. It is for making booths on
the veranda.

There are four representative
plants for this Feast of Tabernacles.
First, the palm tree symbolizes the
40 years in the wilderness. While
wandering in the wilderness, the
[sraelites often camped near oases
with palm trees. Second, the
willow tree symbolizes the miracle
of crossing the Jordan River. Third,
the lush branches of a tree
symbolize the land of Canaan flowing with milk
and honey. Fourth, the beautiful fruit, which
symbolizes the fruit to be harvested in the land of
Canaan.

So, what kind of events took place in the temple
during the Feast of Tabernacles in Biblical times?
During the Feast of Tabernacles, two special
events took place in the Priest's Courtyard,
attended by all pilgrims visiting the Temple in
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Jerusalem. First, the libation ceremony, where water was poured. On the Feast of Tabernacles, the high
priest, accompanied by a procession of pilgrims, would go to the Pool of Siloam to draw water. This was
meant to pray for the blessing of the early rain, which was expected to fall in earnest around the Feast of
Tabernacles. This was the end of the dry season, and rain was desperately needed.

Second, there was a ritual in which a willow branch was placed southwest of the altar of burnt offering
and a prayer was recited. The Jews would pour living water from the Pool of Siloam onto the altar and
circle the withered willow tree beside it, praying for abundant early rain for a bountiful harvest in the
coming year. Regarding this event, Jesus speaks of the following in John 7:37-38, “On the last and greatest
day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.”
Comparing it to the libation ceremony, we can easily understand why Jesus suddenly spoke of the rivers of
living water during the Feast of Tabernacles. Shalom!

by Lay Leader, Laurie Bedard

. . ’ .
@ CIVe & It's gray, windy, drizzly, and chilly! Welcome to November in VT! It is the month
5 - when we spend time (hopefully) reflecting on all that God has provided for us
. and to give Him thanks!
['ve been watching a family of gray squirrels busily running all around our yard,
picking up nuts and berries to store away for winter. I don’t know how they find

“enough” but they always seem to. Our loving God watches out over them, [ am
certain, and even if I can’t “see” the abundance that they can, their industrious work reminds me of Gods
abundant provision for all of His creation.
This is the time of year when we’ve been buttoning things up to get ready for the coming winter. Leaves

are raked, gardens are cleaned up, screens are replaced in doors for the warmer glass inserts, and I look
over the pantry to stock up on some of those good warm comfort foods. We are blessed!

Some amazing incidents of answered prayers are forefront in my mind. The love of family, the fellowship
of Christian friends, and wonderful times of worship all fill my “thanks-giving” memories to overflowing.

Spending just a few minutes each day to mentally list my blessings and to offer thanks to my Lord can
brighten the gloomiest day. I strongly encourage you to try this! Surrendering my to-do list to Jesus today
means not worrying about my ability but offering my availability!

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” 1 Chronicles 16:34 NIV

Have a lovely thanks-giving month!
Blessings, Laurie

A word from District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Bob Jon at the joint 2025 Annual Conference of
Grace UMC and Danville UMC, as summarized in conference minutes:

Rev. Dr. Bob Jon noted that we need to identify what our church has as gifts to offer members and the
community. This includes identifying the struggles people are having and meeting them where they are
and helping them meet their needs. The church needs to be welcoming, have passionate energetic
worship where attendees feel fed by God’s word, have a program of faith development, be risk-takers in
fulfilling God’s mission of going out and making disciples, and demonstrating extravagant generosity. He
also noted a goal of Bishop Bickerton is to identify each church’s gifts and use them to work
collaboratively with UMC churches, not just Danville and Grace, but farther afield.




" Faith of a Child

by Virginia Gammell

Eis a great blessing. We've been studying Noah’s Ark §

‘ and the reason for the rainbow. I stress that God is |

£ always with them, always listening. Recently, while

X vacationing, Ari (age 6) complained to her Mom that
\f she had a belly ache. Ari prayed to God, “Please make }
¥ this tummy ache go away.” As short as the snap of the §
; fingers, the belly ache was gone. Amazed, Ari turned !

£ to her Mom ad said, “My tummy ache is gone!! §

‘ Great Gran was right - God was listening to me.” @@

TRUSTEES’ CORNER

Thanks to our Trustees for all they do to take care of
the church building and parsonage, including...

Sprinkler system update: Annual sprinkler inspection
has been done and we’re waiting for that report.
We’re also awaiting information on the major 20-year
sprinkler head inspection. FireTech is redoing the
proposal and considering the best scheduling; due to
weather, spring might be better.

Parsonage inspection was done. One fire extinguisher
was found bad and needs to be refurbished.

Church side door lock should be updated and changed
in the next few weeks.

New spray faucet was installed in church kitchen. This
will make doing the pots and pans easier as well as

save hot water.
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Called |o Serve

(A Grace-ful Group)
on Facebook!

WEEKLY MINISTRIES

GRACE NOTES

Join our AGG

Monday: Community Lunch

11:00am -12:15pm

Thursday: Prayer & Share at the

Bedards’ 7:00am ~

Saturday: Bible Study with

MONTHLY MINISTRIES

Pastor Lee :,‘
10:00-11:20am

1st

Sunday: Holy Communion s
& Fellowship Hour

2nd Sunday: Women'’s Fellowship ,‘*_
for Spiritual Renewal 3
after service

THANK YOU!

Thank you to our

Liturgists
Fellowship Hosts
Communion Stewards
Musical Talent
Sunday School Teachers
Audio-Video Techs
Ushers
and Greeters

Sunday morning worship.

' for your valuable service for
S
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United Methodist Church
36 Central Street

St Jo}msburg, VT 05819
www.stjigracecl')urch.org
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http://www.stjgracechurch.org

