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 The Apostle Paul always began his letters 

to the churches of the New Testament with a 

formal and affectionate greeting.  This was com-

mon practice in the Greek culture of the world 

in which Paul ministered.  "Beloved in Christ..." 

he would start out.  There often followed a 

boatload of unsolicited advice and scolding 

about how they could improve their faith and 

live in ways that would bring more glory to God 

and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ more ef-

fectively.  There might be some explanations of-

fered in defense of his own ministry, and some 

pithy criticism of those who disagreed with him.  

But he would always close urging them to re-

main faithful, to place their trust in God, and to 

find peace and fellowship with God through the 

working of the Holy Spirit in one another.  

Soooo...

 Beloved in Christ: Grace and Peace to 

you in the Church of Jesus Christ called Grace 

United Methodist Church in St. Johnsbury.  I 

never think of you without giving thanks to God 

in my heart for the privilege of serving among 

you.  Even when I am grumpy and tired, I know 

that my work among you was less a gift from 

me to you than it was a gift from Christ Jesus 

and you to me.  Though I came as your guide, 

shepherd and teacher, with much experience 

and some wisdom to share, I learned from you. 

I pray you learned some things about following 

Jesus from me, too.

We have shared...much.  Laughter.  Tears.  

Frustration.  Fun.  Silliness.  Singing.  Music.  

Friendships.  Work.  Play.  Chores.  Worship.  

Stories of Faith.  Growing Pains in Spirit.  

Shrinking Pains in Statistics.  Weddings.  

Funerals.  Christmas Candles.  Easter Sunrises.

 You have patiently endured your pastor's 

lousy jokes (C'mon!  I had to tell you when to 

laugh.  That's how bad they were.) and a host 

of other annoying things about Kirk.  I'm sure 

some of you felt neglected or unappreciated -

not my intention, but a failing all the same. 

Some tasks were left incomplete, like the dispo-

sition of the Parish House, next door.  I hope 

you are not keeping a list.  And I hope you will 

not hold this pastor's weaknesses against the 

one coming to replace him.  He and his family 

will need your trust, advice, invitation, embrace 

and encouragement.

 A word of professionally-driven precau-

tion for us all:  Kathy and I have interacted at 

greater and lesser depth with most of you at 

one time or another, and when circumstances 

have moved it, have come to value our friend-

ship with many of you. It is critically important 

for me not to interfere with or jeopardize Pastor 

Kyu's new role and relationship with you.  

Returning to perform pastoral functions, main-

taining frequent (the guidelines would say any) 

back channel connections, discussing current 

events at Grace after I have departed are all 

violations not just of some cranky Church rule, 
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but of the trust I owe both to Kyu as a colleague, 

and to you, as my former parishioners and 

friends. I have shared with you every gift I knew 

how to share.  And you have endured the short-

falls of my ministry, too.  I am not turning my 

back on you, but we really are setting off on a 

new direction, our eyes looking forward. And 

you really do have to welcome your new leader, 

and set off on the journey it is now his to share 

with you.  Please don't be hurt, therefore, if I 

seem unwilling to stay closely connected.  It is 

required of me.  And it is truly healthier for the 

next phase of Grace UMC's ministry.

 I beg and encourage you to show all the 

cooperation and love to Hyung Kyu Yi and his 

family that you shared with me, and with John, 

and with the long line of those who have served 

for a time among you, to teach you, and to learn 

from you, too.  Now is the time for all of you to 

re-double your commitment to hold one another 

close in Christ Jesus.

 That's a lot of Churchy talk.  Paul would 

have said it more simply.  He would have said, 

"I am arrived in my new place where God has 

called me.  I remember you and cherish all the 

moments we shared.  And now you must accord 

Timothy whatever balance of pastoral regard and 

respect yo may have had for me."  Or, put an-

other way, It's like the closing song all those 

years ago on the Carol Burnett variety program: 

"I'm so glad we had this time together..."

 Most especially, in the footsteps of Paul, I 

beg you to remain faithful.  Trust in God even 

when your faith in The Church is flagging.  Seek 

the fellowship and guidance of the Holy Spirit 

as you search for the path God wants this con-

gregation to follow. Don't forget to hold each 

other up in prayer, in conversation, and in ac-

tion.  Find peace and strength in your fellowship 

with God and with one another. And pray for 

Kathy and me if you will, for our journey takes 

us away from you, but it not ending.  We also 

follow God's leading, and it's time for us to go.
  

 The congregation where as a teenager

I began to hear God's call and claim on my life  

was much like St. Johnsbury, in many ways.  It 

was struggling to develop a new vision and mis-

sion.  The old social and economic constructs 

on which it had been founded in the 19th-

century had shifted from beneath it like sand. 

It could no longer be what it had been.  It was 

struggling to become something new.  And, in 

the end, they succeeded.  All through that time, 

new vision was sustained by the traditions that 

bound them together.  One of them was that 

every worship service ended with the old hymn 

of blessing sung as a congregational response to 

the pastor's prayer of Benediction.  And we 

meant it!   

"God be with You, til' we meet again..."

May this hope remain with you, as it does in us, 

in this world, and in the Kingdom to come.

Praying for your family and for mine...
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Summer is just around the
corner!  And I'll bet you are just
itchy to go outside and play.  Spend-
ing time out in the fresh air and the
sunshine (and sometimes even in the
rain!) can fill a day with fun and dis-
covery.  Getting outside can also be

a fun way to learn more about the
world that we live in.  God made it
a wonderful place, and when you
play in it, you begin to learn
things and appreciate it, too!
Remember to be careful, always.

 What can you do to have fun in God’s
world?  Here are some easy things you might be
able to do by yourself, or with some help from
someone in your family, or with your friends:

1)  Invent a new game!  Should it be an
Inside game or outside game?  Active game or
quiet game?  Lots of people, or a game you can
play by yourself?  Pretend to be -- a teacher, a
person who fixes things, a medical professional,
a pilot.  Maybe your stuffed animals can be pas-
sengers in your airplane?  Figure out the way
the game might work.  Make your own rules.
Give your game a name.  Try it out!

2)  Learn to do something new.  Play an
instrument.  Ride a bike.   Jump rope.

Paddle a boat.  Cook a meal.
Anything that stretches your
world.  Just be sure you pay
attention whoever might be
teaching or helping you.
And stay safe!

3)  Write a story or put on a play.  This
one is lots of fun, and your parents would love
to be your audience, or have you read a bed-

time story to them!  Write a story
about...oh, a dream you had, or
something fun you did with your
family.  Or how about make up a
story  a bible story!  Like
what it felt like for you the time

 family went on a picnic by the
lake and  came by to teach

the crowd and fed you all with one loaf and
two fish!

4)  Read a book.  Curl up with a collection
of stories.  Read the “Narnia” stories by C. S.
Lewis as a family project this summer.  Our
library at Grace Church has books of stories
just right for you!  I know a great collection
of stories.  It's
called "The Bible."
Happy Summer!
See you in Church!






