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GRACE NOTES
UMC Administrative Council Facts & Why It Matters
“The Church Council” [It is normally called “Administrative Council”]
from The Book of Discipline 2012. Paragraph ¶244 & ¶252.
• The church council shall function as the executive agency of the charge conference.
• The church council shall provide for envisioning, planning, implementing, administrating and
evaluating the mission and ministry of the church.
• The council shall meet at least quarterly and the
membership of the council shall include persons who
represent the program ministries of the church. The
membership shall include, but not be limited to the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Chairperson of the Church Council
The Lay Leader
The Chairperson of the SPRC
The Chairperson of the Committee on Finance
The Chairperson of the Board of Trustees
The Church Treasurer
A Lay Member to Annual Conference
The Pastor

The Administrative Council is essentially the highest and the final decision making body for the
mission and ministry of a local congregation. All church leaders and lay members are welcome, as
everyone has the right to vote!
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Pastor’s Note:
Spring is just around the corner!
Although the temperature is still chilly, the daylight becomes longer, snow piles are gradually getting
smaller, and roads become muddy.
A new season is very near to us.
One of the most important and exciting spring activities is, perhaps, cleaning. When the temperatures
rise and the fields begin to turn green, we open windows wide and clean our rooms and floors and
garages. We sweep our driveways, main entrances, decks and patios, removing dirty mud and leaves
from the last fall.
Women of sense change curtains, lines and bedclothes, and impassioned
workingmen replace winter jackets with T-shirts and short pants. Long thick winter
footwear is brushed and shelved back to deep in the closet, while convenient summer
shoes are ready to be running on the road.
I believe everyone has
long yearned for this spring cleaning, as it is refreshing our
mood, heart, mind,
and even spirit.
Our Lent journey
still continues and it will come to an end on Holy Saturday,
the day before
Easter. Traditionally, Lent is regarded as the time of
repentance, as it is
the preparation of our soul for Easter celebration.
But why does the
church emphasize repentance in Lent?
The answer is
because repentance is
nothing less than
spring-cleaning.
Repentance begins
with self examination through
which we look into
ourselves. Repentance is to stand
before God, the mirror of our
being, to discover something dirty, unhealthy
and toxic within our soul, and to finally remove all of them.
So to speak, it is the deep cleaning.
The purpose of repentance is to infuse a fresh energy, a healthy
mind, and a positive spirit into our being. Therefore, we have
been offering “Prayers of Confession” instead of “Morning Prayer”
during Sunday worship in Lent.
It is not too late to exercise this important Lenten discipline, as we have almost there more weeks
until Easter. Through your daily Scripture reading and spiritual readings, try to find toxic remnants of
your life and confess them to God. Once you succeed in doing this, you will surely feel freedom and
be ready for Easter.
Here is my one helpful advice: When you do want to exercise this specific Lenten discipline, please
look around your house or garages and look inside closets and furniture pieces. If you find some good
items that you have not used for a long time and you think you will no longer use them, collect them
and bring them to our church.
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If they are too heavy or too much to carry all by yourself, call the church office. A few strong and
good men of Grace (!) will ring your doorbell shortly and help to empty your house.
Grace will have “Church Cleaning Day” on Saturday, April 27th, and will begin to collect items for
our church yard sale on May 18th.
It will be a three-bird-one-stone solution: cleansing your soul, cleaning your house and providing
financial support for our ministry!
As with repentance, cleaning is a great exercise and an excellent Christian discipline. As we are
anxious to await spring, I hope you may exercise this discipline sometime soon. After
that, I pray that you may feel
freedom and enjoy a
simpler life and
empty space in your heart as
well as your
house.
Bon Courage!
Your pastor,

Kyu

Scripture Through Their Eyes
Matthew 28: 1-10 (MSG)

I think it is important for women to see Jesus first because
before the good news that Jesus had risen women were not
able to talk in church they depended on there husband. But
when Mary Magdalene delivered the news people knew that
Jesus made that choice, he was really saying: Women
should be able to do all the things men can do! Jesus could
have chose a man to go deliver the news of his resurrection
but he chose a woman because he wanted women to be able
to not be invisible anymore and because of that good choice
now women are now able to do everything men can do!

By Brooklyn Gingue
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EASTER CROSSWORD
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THANK YOU
APRIL PRAYER
Brothers and sisters, pray for us
that the message of the Lord may
spread rapidly and be honored,
just as it was with you.

To our Liturgists, Fellowship Hosts,
Musical Talent, Ushers, and Greeters for
your needed services this month. Grace
wouldn’t function without you ALL

Join our AGG (A Grace-ful Group) on
Facebook for more Scripture, polls and fun.

KID’S
CORNER
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Grace

United Methodist Church
36 Central Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
www.stjgracechurch.org

Join us for Worship — Sunday at 10:30 am

