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GRACE NOTES
Prayers For The Methodist Special Session
The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the
General Conference of The United Methodist Church to be
held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose
will be to receive and act on a report from the Commission on
a Way Forward based on the recommendations of the Council
of Bishops. The 32-member Commission was authorized by
General Conference 2016 and appointed by the Council of
Bishops to examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline
concerning human sexuality and exploring options to
strengthen the unity of the church.

Pastor’s Note:
A few days ago, I happened to watch a musical presentation on YouTube, Dvorak
Symphony No. 9 “New World” performed by the Münchner Philharmoniker under
conductor, Sergiu Celibidache. Celibidache and Herbert von Karajan were vying for the
position of the principal conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic in 1948.
When I studied church music in Munich, I attended many of
“The entire
his concerts and rehearsals. And one time I wrote an article on
his music and life for a classical music journal in South Korea.
orchestra
After about 20 years, I again saw him conducting and it made
became one,
me extremely delighted. How awesome the sound his orchestra
making the
produced and how unique the harmony they created! It gave
utmost
me goose bumps.
symphonic
Under his charismatic leadership, the entire orchestra
became one making the utmost symphonic sound.
sound.”
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The conductor’s hands and gestures changed the dynamic
of Dvorak’s masterpiece from bigger to smaller sound,
from energetic to more intensive sound.
Understanding the composer’s intention and the
maestro’s interpretation, every player became fully aware
of what was going on while the music flowed and each
group of instruments carefully listened to each other.
With an absolutely powerful musical spirit and
internalized energy, this maestro laid out a beautiful and
colorful mosaic with the numerous musicians.
This video awakened my musical sensibility and
brought my soul back to a much younger age. More
importantly, it made me rethink about pastoral
leadership.
If ministry is making orchestral music, the pastor is
the conductor. As like the conductor, the pastor makes a
harmony by integrating diverse needs and passions and
talents of various groups of people for the purpose of one
goal - a successful performance of God’s work.
There is one crucial point to remember.
In ministry, no performers - neither pastor nor leadersshould be the focus of this performance. The original
composer, God’s work should be the focus.
I am very happy to have become the conductor of the
Grace Methodist orchestra. It is my big hope and prayer
that, in our ministry, we all may become humble
performers who prioritize God’s masterpiece first and
enthusiastically practice it and beautifully perform it.
Shalom, Your Pastor

Kyu

A Thank You Note:
Dear friends at Grace Church,
A very sincere and heartfelt thank you for the honor and
recognition given to Durward and to me on December 30th.
Thank you not only for the kind words, the lovely cake, the
very generous money tree but also the lettering on the stained
glass window. We were “blown away”. There aren’t words to
express how we felt! Thanks for allowing us to learn and grow
in the love of the Lord. Grace is our home and always will be.
Her people are our people.
With gratitude and deep appreciation and love,
Durward & Kay

Scripture Through
Their Eyes
By: Brooklyn Gingue

“But to you who are
listening I say: Love your
enemies, do good to
those who hate you,
bless those who curse
you, pray for those who
mistreat you.
Luke 6:27-28
To me this verse means
just in general just love
your enemies. When he
or she is mean to you
just love your enemies.
When they take
something of yours love
your enemies. Just
remember this: “Love
Your Enemies”.
To whom mistreat you
pray for them ask for
help ask God to help
them, because God is
A L W AY S t h e r e ! D o
good! Don’t hate! Tell
them “you are a
blessing to me”!
If someone steals
something of yours
don’t ask to receive like
a sinner. If they steal
something don’t be like
a sinner just walk away.
When you go home
today I just want you to
remember in every
situation with your
enemy just love them
like your son or
daughter or grandchild.
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES!
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Prayer Requests
• United Methodist Church General
Conference in St. Louis, MI
• Continued Healing Prayers for
David Timson.
• New Secretary Interviews and
Hiring the Right Fit for Grace.
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THANK YOU
To our Liturgists, Fellowship Hosts,
Newsletter Folders, Musical Talent,
Ushers, and Greeters for your needed
services this month. Grace wouldn’t
function without you ALL

Join our AGG (A Grace-ful Group) on
Facebook for more scripture, polls and fun.

KID’S
CORNER

WORD SCRAMBLE

Unscramble each of the clue
words. Take the letters that
appear in the circle boxes and
unscramble them to find the
answer to that last phrase.

FEBRUARY 1, 2019

GRACE NOTES

Grace

United Methodist Church
36 Central Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
www.stjgracechurch.org

Join us for Worship — Sunday at 10:30am

