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Over 50 Years of Fervent Service
Isabell Ward and Olive Bragg are the “beautifully” persistent people
that started Kay and Durward’s journey to becoming servants of God at Grace
Church. Kay’s many years of service to Grace ministries include: working with
15 different Pastors, Sunday school superintendent for 10 years, interpretive
dance for 10 years, secretary for 10 years, junior choir director for 10 years,
choir director for 10 years, organist for 12 years, bible study leader for 15

Window dedication
was held on
December 30th for
Kay & Durward
Ellis.
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years, choir member for 35 years, bell director for 40 years,
United Methodist Women member (UMW) for 48 years and
Grace Church member for 53 years. Along with this list of aid
to our church ministries, Kay and Durward have also: sat on
every committee at one time or another, conducted lay leader
courses, organized Vacation Bible Schools (VBS), directed
junior bells, been on 14 teams with Walk to Emmaus, taught
Sunday school and have been our representatives for the
United Methodist Church Conference for many years. They
have helped organize countless event at Grace from dinners to
bazaars and a handful of other special events.

Candlelight
Christmas Eve
Service

Through it all (because we know they have done more
than what is listed) Durward, was right there by her side.
Grace Church is thankful for their gifts of service for all these
years and we know they aren’t done yet. May we all take a
moment to say a prayer for an enjoyable and restful retirement
for these two servants of God and Grace.

Pastor’s Note:
After Christmas, a new liturgical calendar begins. It is
“Epiphany.” The literary meaning of epiphany is “a sudden
manifestation or perception of the essential nature or meaning
of something.”
In Christian tradition, Epiphany refers to
three events: the visit of the magi, the baptism of Jesus, and
the miracle at the Cana wedding-feast. The common theme of
all these three events is Jesus Christ manifesting God to
humans. John’s Gospel says, “What Jesus did here in Cana of
Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his
glory; his disciples believed in him.” (John 2: 11) The early
church often called this day “The Theophany” (manifestation
of God) and some Easter Orthodox churches still do.
A new year has began and the new liturgical season, Epiphany,
has come. Through the birth of Jesus, God started to manifest
His will, His plan and His providence. May your life be filled
with many signs of God’s manifestation this year! May our
church be the gracious field of Theophany in 2019! May our
community become brighter through the lights of God’s people
in many coming years!
Shalom, Your Pastor

Kyu

Christmas Eve was a
beautiful evening of
candlelight, scripture and
carols shared with over
180 guests. Pastor Kyu
gave a brief message on
accepting gifts given in
love, especially the first
gift of Jesus from our
heavenly Father.
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Prayer Requests
• United Methodist Church General
Conference in St. Louis, MO
• Continued Prayers for the Timson
family and David Timson.
“For where two or three gather in my
name, there am I with them.”
Matthew 18:20 NIV

GRACE NOTES

Mark Your Calendars
January 9th - SPRC Meeting 6:00pm
January 14th to 18th - Spiritual Retreat in
Weston Priory, Weston, Vermont

January 29th - Ad Council Meeting 7:00pm

Join our AGG (A Grace-ful Group) on
Facebook for more scripture, polls and fun.

KIDS CORNER
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Grace

United Methodist Church
36 Central Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
www.stjgracechurch.org

Join us for Worship — Sunday at 10:30am

