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 Before I disappeared over the horizon in a 

blaze of glory (sic), I thought it might be instruc-

tive to take one last advantage of the fact that this 

month United Methodist Churches will observe 

Heritage Sunday on May 24th.  I will be preach-

ing in West Burke for the last time on that Sunday, 

so this is my chance to reflect in a pastoral way 

with you about our identity. 

 We all know our church's name -- Grace 

United Methodist Church.  "Grace" means that we 

take seriously God's forgiving mercy, and the truth 

that all of us need that grace from God, and from 

one another.  "United Methodist" means we are 

part of the second largest mainline Protestant de-

nomination in the US, with a significant 

world-wide presence. Like other main-

line Protestant churches, United 

Methodist congregations have been 

shrinking for thirty-five years.  Our 

fighting and bickering as a denomina-

tion over social issues has hurt the way 

we are perceived by others.

   Despite those troubles, there is 

a lot of history of which we Methodists 

can be justifiably proud.  (Kay has provided some 

summary material elsewhere in this newsletter.)  

What follows is something like a Methodism 101 

FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) Forum.  Here 

are just a few possible entries:

1) What are the core parts of UMC theology?

Methodist Christians affirm the most common 

declarations of traditional Christian belief -- that 

God is our Creator; that Jesus Christ is God's Son

who was crucified on a Roman cross, died, and 

rose to life in a victorious resurrection that nulli-

fies the ultimate power of death and sin to con-

trol our lives; and that the Holy Spirit has been 

present ever since to the whole community of 

Christians to instruct, guide and inspire believers 

through prayer and devotion.

  Methodism has been from the beginning 

an intentionally welcoming body, so that we 

choose to recognize that all human knowledge is 

imperfect, leading to various human perspectives 

on how God accomplishes God's purposes in the 

world -- we worry less about questions like how 

many angels fit on the head of a pin? and more 

about how can we live our lives in a way 

more pleasing to God and more benefi-

cial to our neighbors?

What makes the United Methodist 

Church different from other churches?

 The most distinctive emphases in 

Methodism are the significant role we 

think that God's mercy and grace play, 

believing that God's capacity for forgive-

ness and salvation for us is greater than any sin -

- said another way, we are never beyond God's 

reach for salvation!  Second, we can do a lot to 

show God we understand and want to respond 

to the magnitude of God's mercy by living lives 

which we hope will be holy, not because we 

somehow earn our salvation that way, but be-

cause in response to God's love, 
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 May is wonderful, isn’t it?!?  I’ll bet
you are happy to enjoy some sunny weather,
and an occasional glimpse of blue sky amid
all the rain we’ve been having. Spring offi-
cially began on March 21st, so we are now
well into the season, though it has certainly
been bashful about appearing!  What comes
to mind when you think of spring?  Is it the
sound of birds chirping as they awake early
in the morning?  Or is it the sound of peep-
ers yodeling in the evening?  Is it the first
daffodils and crocuses breaking through
the soil to find the sunlight?
 Many people do find that it is the flow-
ers of spring that tickle their souls the most.
In just a few days, it seems, all the
bright reds, yellows, purples and
pinks - and don’t forget the many
beautiful shades green?!
    Perhaps you have planted
   seeds in a paper cup to watch how they
    grow.  You need to give it some nice
   rich soil, a little bit of water to keep it
moist, and some warm sunlight.  These are nec-
essary so that the plant grows deep roots.
When any of these are missing, the plant can
have a tough time growing as it should.

 Jesus told a story about a man who
planted seeds (Matthew 123:1-9 and Luke 8:4-
8).  Depending on where the seeds fell, they
grew into sturdy, healthy plants, or became
sick, or were eaten, or suffered from some
other fate.  Jesus told the story to remind us
to take very good care of each other, and to
nourish each other as we grow in faith.  Here
in the Church, we are like God’s garden, where
we help each other grow into faithful disciples
for Jesus.
 In May, we celebrate a holiday every
year to remind us of the women who nurture
and teach us how to love one another - our
mothers.  As you can see from the picture be-
low, there are many ways to show Mom’s how
much we appreciate
them.  A flower is
always appreciated.
Or a card that says,
“I love you!” is always
nice, especially if you
made it yourself.  Or
doing something nice
to help out!

Something on this page REALLY doesn’t belong
here, anymore!  Can you find it???










