
SEPTEMBER 1, 2019  GRACE NOTES

Pastor’s Note:              
Reading is an important human intelligence activity.   
We are all engaged in all kinds of reading every day, including newspapers, magazines, 
books, emails, social media, or even cellphone texts messages.  

What is the purpose of reading?   
Reading is to get information or to expand our knowledge, or to satisfy our intellectual 
curiosity. Those resources such as newspaper articles, professional journals, classic or 
contemporary literature, and autobiographies provide us with a lot of information. They 
tell us about stories, history, and current issues. In reading them, we can hear different 
opinions from diverse experts and learn new perspectives on humanity as well as 
society.  
  Along with this “ordinary” reading, Christians have one extra assignment: reading 
Scripture. Some of you might question; is it mandatory? If then, why?  Here is my 
answer: reading the Bible is concerned with our spirit and ultimately our spiritual life.  

Reading the Bible is like getting good, healthy meals that sustain and nourish our body, 
create energy and motivation, and help to accomplish something meaningful. Without 
acquiring proper nutrition from God, the Christian spirit gets drained, underfed and 
dystrophic.   
Therefore, opening our Bible is essential for our faith journey.  
The challenge now is that reading Scripture is not as easy as our daily reading of 
newspapers or novels. It requires a specific method.  

For long years, Christianity has succeeded one specific reading practice called Lectio 
Divina. The literary translation of Lectio Divina is “Divine Reading.” But its more 
accurate meaning is a “listening” to the Word of God.  
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In Lectio Divina, we attune our whole being to the inspired word of God, personalize 
the words, and real-ize them. It is a process of reading, hearing and discerning what 
God speaks to me, now.  

“What does Scripture as God’s living Word speak to me now?” 
This is meant to be the basic question and approach of Christian Scripture reading and 
spiritual readings. 

Some Grace people have been reading the Book of Psalms in the summer and I heard 
they will continue to do it until the end of December.  
What great news!  
May the Lord give His ears to all the voices of Scripture reading  
and gently whisper in your ears: “I Love You, my child!”  

Bon Voyage!  
Pastor Kyu  

UPCOMING SERMONS FOR SEPTEMBER 

SEPT. 8 — Luke 15 25-32 Prodigal God and Prodigal Sons 

SEPT. 15 — Luke 10 25-37 Blessing through unlikely Channels 

SEPT. 22 — Luke 9 12-27 The Parable of Investments 

SEPT. 29 — Luke 8 4-15 The Seasons of the Soil 

                               
            

About the Twelve Disciples of Jesus 
From the 2019 Lord’s Last Supper Reenactment on Maundy Thursday  

The 12 disciples of Jesus were the foundation stones of His church, and several of them 
wrote portions of the BibleIn Revelation 21:13 we are told that, in the New Jerusalem, 
there were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south, and three on 
the west. The wall of the  city had 12 foundations, and on them were the name of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. It is evident, therefore, that God He died a martyr in 
Ethiopia. The apostolic symbol of Matthew is three money bags which reminds us that 
he was a tax collector before Jesus called him. 
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Simon the Zealot 

Simon, the Zealot, one of the little-known followers called the Canaanite or 
Zelotes, lived in Galilee.  

In two places in the King James Version he is called a Canaanite (Matthew 
10:4; Mark 3:18). However in the other two places he is called Simon Zelotes 
(Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13). 

The New Testament gives us practically nothing on him 
personally except that it says he was a Zealot. The Zealots were 
fanatical Jewish Nationalists and crazed with hatred for the 
Romans. 
  
It was this hate for Rome that destroyed the city of Jerusalem.  
Josephus says the Zealots were reckless persons, zealous in 
good practices and extravagant and reckless in the worst kind 
of actions. 
 

  From this background, we see that 
Simon was a fanatical Nationalist, a man 
devoted to the Law, a man with bitter 
hatred for anyone who dared to 
compromise with Rome.  

Yet, Simon clearly emerged as a man of faith.  
He abandoned all his hatred for the faith that he showed 
toward his Master and the love that he was willing to 
share with the rest of the disciples and especially 
Matthew, the Roman tax collector. 

Tradition says he died as a martyr. His apostolic symbol is a fish lying on a 
Bible, which indicates he was a former fisherman who became a fisher of men 
through preaching. 

 Jude or Thaddeus 
 
Jude, or Thaddeus, or Lebbeus, son of Alpheus or Cleophas and Mary.  

Jerome called Jude "Trinomious" which means "a man with three names." In 
Mark 3:18 he is called Thaddeus. In Matthew 10:3 he is called Lebbeus. His 
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surname was Thaddeus. In Luke 6:16 and Acts 1:13 he is 
called Judas the brother of James. Judas Thaddeus also was 
called Judas the Zealot. 

He was a brother of James the Younger. He was one of the 
very little-known Apostles and lived in Galilee.  

By character he was an intense and violent Nationalist with 
the dream of world power and domination by the Chosen 
People.  
 

In the New Testament records (John 14:22 
NIV) he asked Jesus at the Last Supper, 
"But Lord, why do you intend to show 
yourself to us and not to the world?"  

Judas Thaddeus was interested in making 
Jesus known to the world. Not as a suffering Savior, 
however, but as ruling King.  
It is said that Jude went to preach the gospel in Edessa near 
the Euphrates River. There he healed many and many 

believed in the name of the Master. Tradition says he died a martyr in Persia. 
The chosen symbol for him is the ship because he was a missionary thought to 
be a fisherman. 
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Grace
United Methodist Church 
36 Central Street 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 
www.stjgracechurch.org

Join us for Worship — Sunday at 10:30 am

http://www.stjgracechurch.org
http://www.stjgracechurch.org
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SEPTEMBER 1— Sunday Worship returning to 10:30 
SEPTEMBER 8—HomeComing Sunday with Pot Luck 
SEPTEMBER 8—Sunday School Starts  
SEPTEMBER 12—A Few Good Men Starts at 12:00pm 
SEPTEMBER 14—Rummage and Cookie Walk at Grace 
SEPTEMBER 29—Joint Service with Danville at Grace 

     Over the summer the Pastor challenged the congregation to read 
through the Psalm and to read them deliberately and to think about 
them. We had about seven people join a discussion  group before 
worship and they enjoyed it very much. Jini Gammel took it to 
heart and read through all the Psalms for her summer reading. 
Charlotte Hutchins said she has been enjoying it very much. The 
discussion group decided to continue with the gathering before 
worship. If anyone would like to participate, they will begin in 
fellowship hall from 10:00am-10:25am. Please come join us! 
     On September 8 will be HomeComing Sunday with a Pot Luck. 
Laura Bedard wanted to remind everyone about the Pot Luck and 
there will be a sign-up sheet that will be available to enter your 
entrees. 
      Grace will be hosting another Rummage Sale and Cookie Walk 
that will be held September 14. We are in need of Bakers and 
Volunteers. Please call Grace Church at 748-2895 or Sue Timson 
for further information. 
      On September 29 we will be Hosting a Joint Service with 
Danville that will start at 10:00.


