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GRACE NOTES
Homecoming Sunday on September 12th
What is the church?
The question is short and simple but the answer is long and complex.
The :irst response of many people would perhaps be the words “a building."
They are not wrong. The church absolutely used to be a “physical entity.”
The :irst church building in the Old Testament is the Ark. God ordered Moses to build
an ark.
“Make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.” (Exodus 25: 8)
“Then put in the ark the tablets of the covenant law, which I will give you.”
(25:16)
The Ark was a large gold-covered box that contained the Ten Commandments, a jar of
Manna and Aaron’s staff, and it was kept inside the Most Holy Place in the tabernacle
(tent of meeting). Thus the Ark is also known as the Ark of the convent law. The Ark
was signi:icant because it was a reminder to the Israelites of God’s presence with them.
During the time of wars when the Israelites fought against the Canaan tribes, the Ark
played the decisive role as the sign of the presence of God. It was once captured by the
Philistines but was eventually brought back by King David to Israel.
The :irst Jewish Temple was established around 960 BCE by King Solomon. This
monument was destroyed in 587 BCE by the Babylonians. When Jews in Babylonian
exile returned to Jerusalem, they built the second Temple under the leadership of
Nehemiah.

Six hundred years later, Roman Forces destroyed Jerusalem in 70 CE and demolished
the Jewish Second Temple as well. Ever since then, Jews have never had their own place
of worship until today.
The New Testament offered a different understanding of the theological identity of the
church. Paul’s de:inition is the most popular: the church as the body of Christ.
“.. the church, which is his (Christ) body, the fullness of him who :ills
everything in every way.” (Ephesians 1:23)
“You are the body of christ and each one of you is a part of it.” (1 Cor 12:27)
The church as “the people of God” is elaborated upon by from Peter.
“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people
possession, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9)
For about two thousand years, numerous Catholic and Protestant theologians have
de:ined the nature of the church. Yet their understandings are not free from these two
categories.
For example, John Calvin differentiated the visible church from the invisible church.
Menno Simmons (1496-1551), a radical Reformer, argued that the church was “an
assembly of the righteous,” separated from the secular world, and not a “mixed body.”
This view re:lects the strong hostile stance to the Roman Catholics that had wielded
absolute power during the Medieval Ages.
Whereas the 20th century Catholic theologians such as Karl Rahner and Hans Urs von
Balthasar defended the view that the church was the “physical embodiment” or “representation” of Christ, Leonardo Boff, a liberation theologian, argued that the church is
primarily the spiritual body of Christ, and is therefore - not con:ined to any speci:ic
existing structures.
On the other hand, prominent German Protestant Theologians, Karl Barth and Rudolf
Bultmann, heavily emphasized God’s word, as they believed that where there is the
proclamation of the word of God, there is the catholic (with small c , means, universal,
not Roman Catholic) church. For them, “the word of God and the church are
inseparable.”
The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), which is the noteworthy event in the life of
the Catholic Church, declared that the church is “the people of God.” This de:inition

actually implies “the people of God with the Catholic faith.” A former Pope once of:icially
stated that the Roman Catholic Church is the only true church of Christ in this world.
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*

*
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If you ask me what my opinion is I would say this: the church is the spiritual home of
the people of God. This indicates that the church is both the physical and spiritual body.
A home means where a family lives together. In a home, a new life (baby) is born, family
members learn and grow together, love and support each other, share things and
thoughts and emotions. A spiritual home, in my opinion, is the exactly same as
members are creating histories and stories together in, with and for Christ.
In the church as a spiritual home, many meaningful events occur: baptism, communion,
con:irmation, wedding ceremony, funeral/ memorial services, worship and fellowship,
party and prayers, etc.
What makes this spiritual home different from a biological family home is, however,
that the membership of this group is completely optional, not obligatory. It does not
require any mandatory commitments.
Living in a spiritual home is an absolutely free choice out of one’s own decision.
Nevertheless, its bene:it is immeasurable. All members are guaranteed to taste a
glimpse of the kingdom of God according to God’s faithful promise. For Christian
believers, the church is meant to be the promised land where milk and honey over:low.
Every year Grace church observes a Homecoming Sunday on the second Sunday of
September. It is an annual festival in which we get to see every member on one
Sunday! This year’s Homecoming day is particularly important and meaningful after
the pandemic. Even though the end of its long tunnel has not come, we can try to do
what we can do at this moment.
With great excitement, therefore, I invite all of you who belong to Grace.
With the heart of gratitude, I welcome all members, families and friends to
this special event.
Please come and see familiar faces, shaking hands or giving big hugs.
Come and worship together the master of our spiritual home, Jesus Christ!
Come and enjoy our reunion, con:irming that your home is still here and you are not
homeless!
Looking forward to seeing you soon,
Your pastor Kyu

*Reference: Alister McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, Fifth Edition,
Wiley-Blackwell, 2011. pp 375-399.

*** Lay Leaders Report ***
Summer is winding down, oh how hard it is for me to write those words! I love
the seasons that we are blessed with but summer is surely precious in VT as it is
way too short and swift!
I am reminded though of God’s amazing creation and faithfulness in the changing
of our seasons. He has ordered it all perfectly in His time. Just as He faithfully is in
charge of earth’s seasons, He oversees lovingly and perfectly the seasons in our
lives. We can always count on Him. Nothing comes as a surprise to our Heavenly
Father, the Holy Spirit equips us for each new day’s changes or challenges.
I will enjoy the sunshine of late summer and the warmth of the lake’s water as
long as I can but I can also turn my face with Hope into fall and the coming winter
because God already sees it and has it all in His hands!
Be blessed,
Laurie

September Sermon Topic: "Questions of God”

September 5 Communion
September 12 Homecoming Sunday September 19
September 26 Joint Service with Baptism -

“What Is Your Name?”
“What Are You Doing?”
“What Is That In Your Hand?”
“Whom Shall I Send?”

Gracious God!
As the summer begins to fade, new possibilities lie on the horizon. Bless all of
those who are beginning or returning to their roles as teachers and catechists as
well as those who lead and support them in their efforts. May this school year be a
time of grace and potential as they teach, share, and challenge others to grow in
faith, knowledge, an wisdom. Bless children and youth, along with their parent, as
they begin a new school year. May their minds be open to learning and to the
wonder of discovery and insight. Be with us all as we embark on this new year.
Amen

