
															  The Prophets (Heb. Nevi’im) & the Writings (Heb. ketubim) 

We Christians call the first 39 books of the Bible the “Old Testament,” but Jews call their 
twenty-four Canon as the “Tanakh.” The word ‘Tanakh” is an acronym for the three 
major sections of their Bible. The three are  
               
                                                        Torah – the Law 
                                                    Nevi’im – the Prophets  
                                                    Ketuvim – the Writings.  

The 24 books of Jewish Tanakh are the same as the 39 in Christian Old Testament. 
Tanakh has one book of Samuel (Samuel 1 + 2), one book of King (Kings 1 +2), one 
book of Ezra and Nehemiah, and one single collection of “The Twelve” that includes the 
12 minor prophets (labeled as such due to length, not importance).   

The difference is the order of these two Canons books in which they were canonized. The 
Protestant Old Testament begins with the Law, then the historical books from Joshua to 
Ezra/Nehemiah, then the poetry and wisdom literature, and finally the 12 prophets. 
Tanakh begins with the Law, then the Prophets, and all the other Writings last.  

One interesting thing is that “the Prophets” in Tanakh are divided into two: The books 
from Joshua to 2 Kings are called the “Former (or Early) Prophets” and the rest “the 
Latter Prophets”. 

The “Former Prophets” reveal God’s will and nature by telling the story of God’s 
interaction with His people whom God raised up to speak on His behalf. Deborah, 
Samson, Samuel, Nathan, Elijah and Elisha are examples. On the other hand, the “Latter 
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Prophets” spoke and wrote as they felt urged by God’s Spirit and so their words were 
written down. Christians typically regard them as the prophets.  

The time of Collecting and Canonization. . .   
Biblical scholars do not doubt that some of the Prophets existed earlier than 400 BCE and 
were circulated among the Jews. Yet those books had not been recognized as sacred 
literature until around 200 BCE.  
There is some obvious evidence for this. 

First, when Ezra and Nehemiah rebuilt Jerusalem, their reform was based on the book of 
Moses. They refer only to the law of commandments of God or Moses found in the 
Pentateuch. They never make any mention of a collection of the Prophets’ writings, 
which means that the books of the Prophets were not widely acknowledged as Scripture 
yet in the postexilic community of Ezra and Nehemiah.  

Secondly, Malachi is one of the latest of the prophetic books and the author of Malachi 
concludes his message with a call to “remember the law of Moses” (Malachi 4:4). This is 
clear evidence that by Malachi’s time neither the Former Prophets nor Latter Prophets 
had acquired the status of sacred Scripture. The book of Sirach written in ca. 180 BCE, is 
the earliest writings that refers to several of the prophets by name and the Minor 
Prophets.  

The preface of the book of Sirach (also known as Ecclesiasticus) begins with this 
reference:  

          “A legacy of great value has come to us through the law, the prophets and the 
writings who followed in their steps, and for this Israel’s traditions of disciple and 
wisdom deserve recognition.”  (The New English Bible with Apocrypha, p. 117, 
Italic mine) 

							Tanakh		 								The	Old	Testament 		

	1.	The	Law 	1.	The	-ive	Books	of	Moses	 No	later	than	400	BCE

	2.	The	Prophets	 	3.	Historical	books	&	
											Wisdom	Literature

Around	200	BCE

	3.	The	Writings	 	2.	The	Prophets	 No	later	than	90	CE



The problem of the Writings. . .  

Along with the Prophets, some writings widely circulated among the Jews.   
Some of them were written before 200 BCE, while some perhaps later (e.g. Daniel). A 
critical issue emerged: which literature should be considered Scripture?; By which 
criteria could the authority of certain writings be accepted? It was not easy to resolve. 
Jewish rabbis debates continued up to the time of Christ.  

For example, Esther and the Song of Songs never mention God directly.  
The Song of Songs was debated for its eroticism. Ecclesiastes was too dour with its 
suggestion that life was folly. Some argued whether Proverb should be read aloud in 
synagogue because of its contradictory verses one another. But by the end of the first 
century CE, the 24 books were finally approved as Jewish Canon that revealed God’s 
purpose and sacred character. 

The Translation of Hebrew Bible into Greek . .  

Now we are at the big moment to learn about a true historic event, the translation of 
Hebrew Scripture into Greek. Two cultural backgrounds need to be noted. The first was 
the remarkable expansion of Alexander the Great. At the age of twenty in 336 BCE, 
Alexander became king of Macedonia. Soon he attacked the Persian Empire and Asia 
Minor and finally conquered Northern Syria, Palestine and Egypt.  All battles and 
victories and establishment of the new empire happened within only three or four years 
from 334 to around 330 BCE. One of the crucial impacts of his military conquest was 
that his army spread Greek langue and Hellenistic culture across the ancient world.  

Jewish diaspora was the second one to note. Around 300 BCE, Jews had spread 
throughout those Greek-speaking world, where local culture and other Greek cultures 
became entangled because of the moving forces of Alexander army. Ignoring Greek 
culture wasn’t really an option and learning Greek language became essential.   

The thing happened in Alexandria, the capital of Egypt and the commercial hub of the 
eastern Mediterranean. The city had many tourist attractions and the Museum at the 
center of the city was its hallmark. It possessed most of the intellectual inheritance of 
Greek, Latin, Babylonian, Egyptian, and Jewish cultures that had been assembled at 
enormous cost and carefully archived for research.    

The Ptolomaic kings’ crazy idea was a tiny spark of the big historic event. 
Starting as early as 300 BCE, the rulers of Alexandria lured leading scholars, scientists 
and poets to the city by offering them life appointments at the Museum, with substantial 
salaries, tax exemptions, free food and lodging, and the almost limitless resources of the 
library. Fantastic efforts were made not only to assemble the accumulated knowledge of 



the whole world but also to collect vast numbers of books and establish definite editions. 
Alexandrian scholars were particularly obsessed with the pursuit of textual accuracy.  

They also desired to establish well access to the knowledge that lay beyond the 
boundaries of the Greek-speaking world. For this reason, Ptolomey Philadelphus started 
the expensive and ambitious project of commissioning some seventy scholars to translate 
the Hebrew Bible into Greek. The result was the Septuagiant (from the Latin word for 
“seventy”) or LXX. Here we notice the mix of cultures, a complicated world: Hebrew 
Scriptures translated into Greek with a Latin name and Roman numerals!  

This translation became the Scriptures of the early Christians as well as the base of the 
early Jesus movements.   ~ To be continued~  

Pastor	Kyu 	

																																																				

                                    			                                        	A	Breath	of	Prayer	
A breath of prayer in the morning Means a day of Blessing sure. 
A breath of prayer in the evening Means, a night of rest secure. 

A breath of prayer in our weakness Means a clasp of a mighty hand. 
A breath of prayer when we’re lonely Means Someone to understand. 
A breath of prayer in our doubting Assures us the Lord knows best. 

A breath of prayer in our sorrows Means comfort and peace and rest. 
A breath of prayer in rejoicing Gives joy and added delight; 

For they that remember God’s goodness Go singing far into the night. 
There’s never a year nor a season That prayer may not bless every hour and 

never a soul need be helpless When linked with God’s infinite  power.

                                         Sermons in November: 

           11/8      Being and Doing 
           11/15    From Fear to Confidence (Stewardship Sunday) 
           11/22    Thanksgiving: Out of Heart! 
           11/29     First Sunday of Advent: Watch! 



																																																						

																					

                                                                    

                                                                     
                                                                                                                                    
   

                                                                                          
                                                                                       

                                                                        
                                                                    
                                                                                                                          
                                                                    

																																																							

PLEDGE CARDS

G R AC E  C H U R C H  
S T E WA R D S H I P  
We know that every family’s finances 

change from time to time. We would like 
you to make this contribution plan in 

response to the grace you feel from God. 
It’s an act of dedication from your heart, 

not a contract.

Name: _________________________
Address:________________________
_______________________________

I Plan To Contribute:
$ ________ Weekly

  $________  Monthly
For A Total of $ __________ in 2021

LET US 
BE RICH
TOWARD

GOD
                    LUKE 12:21    

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS
Please prayerfully consider giving to one of 
Grace Church's many ministries during this 

Christmas season. 
Monetary gifts to one or even multiple church 
funds are special because they help fund the 

many ministries of Grace Church; which enable 
and enrich the lives of members and friends in 

our faith community.  
Memorials and Poinsettias may be given in 

memory or in honor of loved ones or friends.  
Please RETURN by: November 13th 2020 

Please check one of the boxes below and print 
the name(s) below as they are to be printed 

Given In Honor        In Memory Of 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

By: ______________________________________

Please Select a Fund or Flower (Size & Color)  
and Fill in the Corresponding Donation Amount

Fuel Fund 

Flower Fund 

Technology Fund 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

Music Fund

$_________  
$_________  
$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________

Poinsettias
Please Circle Your Color Choice   Red, White or Glitter

1 Poinsettia ($11.00 each) 

3 Poinsettias ($20.00 each) 

4 Poinsettias ($26.00 each)

$_________  R  W  G 

$_________  R  W  G 

$_________  R  W  G

Thank You For Contributing to Grace

Please Make Checks Payable to: 

Grace United Methodist Church 

Verify Fund and/or Poinsettia in Memo Line



																										
   

                                                           

  

  

  
  

  
  

  

 

HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE?

Some people say, “I’ll give what I can.”
Some people say, “I’ll give a percentage.”

Some people say, “I’ll give what I must.” But we say, 
“Give what God inspires you to  give.”

WHAT IF I DON’T HAVE MONEY TO 
GIVE?

The church was never meant to exist to share God’s 
love only to those who can afford to pay! The 

church needs support from all of its constituents. If 
you can’t contribute financially, consider 

contributing time, energy, labor and love in one of 
our many ministries.

STILL NOT SURE?

Ask yourself these questions:
Have I grown in faith over the past year? How does 

my financial support of Grace Church move in 
proportion to the growth of my faith? How does 
God’s grace for me reflect in what I offer God?

SURVEY
If all things concerning COVID-19 pandemic remain as 

they are right now, do you intend to attend our 
Christmas Eve Candlelight service this year?

How many family members (including yourself) 
 do you anticipate will be attending our Christmas 

Eve service?

Are there any other options or ideas we may not have 
considered?

Yes 

No

_______

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

____________________________________________

Thank you for contributing to our survey. 
the more feedback we receive from our loyal 
congregants the better we can plan ahead of 

time for the upcoming  
advent season.
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November is already well underway. The country and the world still seems to be  

pretty crazy, lots of turmoil. I’d like to change how I look at November 2020 and  

see it with eyes and a heart of thanks-giving! God is so good. EVERYDAY! We are  

still able and happy to worship together. The number of people in our community  

dealing with the virus is still small. Our kids are mostly back in school and  

adjusting to the changes better than adults do. Sunday School is small but we still  

welcome our kids with joy. We are blessed and can be blessings to those around us  

because our source of joy is not our circumstances it is Christ. He doesn’t change,  

His promises can be counted upon, He is with us! During November,  as we look  

forward to the beginning of Advent on the 29th, let’s not skip over this month. Let’s  

find things to praise God and be thankful for each day. Maybe keep a daily log of  

thanks-giving and see how a time of turmoil can become a time of peace and joy!  

Blessings 
Laurie Bedard 
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Join us for Worship — Sunday at 10:30 am
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