
  

Pastor’s Note:               
After a three days stay in Athens, we left and headed for Corinth, just 53 miles to 
the west. We were excited about our trip.  The weather was friendly and perfect 
and soon we arrived at the strategic center of Paul’s mission in Achaia!   

A proverb is surely right: Big expectation brings big disappointment. At Corinth 
Train Station we learned that local transportation was very inconvenient and the 
three sites we planned to visit were located in opposite directions. The church of 
the first Christian in the 5th century was closed when we got there. Much to our 
disappointment, Corinth was small, modest and tacky. 

           !  
                             The church of the first Christian in 5th century 
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Once upon a time, Corinth was a key crossroad for commerce. It was strategically 
located on the narrow isthmus between the Saronic Gulf on the south and 
Corinthian Gulf to the north. Originally a Greek city, Corinth was destroyed by 
Rome in 146 BCE and rebuilt by Julius Caesar In 44 BCE. 

After Augustus made it as Achaia’s capital in 27 BCE, however, Corinth thrived 
and became one of the wealthiest and most powerful cities in Greece. Roman 
freepersons, veterans, and their descendants rushed into the new colony, and 
many immigrants such as Jews and local Greeks also moved into this mercantile 
city.  

Corinth now excelled culturally, with many theaters, gymnasiums, and other 
public facilities. Along with wealth and prosperity through success in trade, the 
negative moral reputation, such as sexual immorality, prostitution and vice 
increased as well. The disparity between the extreme wealth and poverty was 
another evident problem. That history repeats is surely true, as the 21st century 
world has the exactly same problem. 
  
* * * 

The highlight of our day in Corinth was the Archeological Site of Ancient 
Corinth. That site was systematically excavated and recovered in 1896.  
What an inspirational place! Fascinating old pillars of temples and house walls 
and arches made by stones had stood there for 2000 years and waited for curious 
modern tourists.  
Standing on the archeological site, I felt as if I rode a time machine.   
While walking through the ruins of temples, markets, fountains and theater, my 
imagination went back to Paul’s time. My spirit seemed to hover above the hustle 
and bustle of the prosperous city, where Romans and Greeks and Jews, merchants 
and traders, sailors and shoppers, artisans and manual workers intermingled.  

With closed eyes, I pondered how Paul felt when he first arrived in this foreign 
city. He was a stranger and he had no idea what to do. He had just followed God’s 
guidance. How he did start a new church here? What kind of vision had he had in 
him? What messages did he preach to those diverse people? His heart and mind 
must have been surely heavy and dark. 

Our amazing God is a living God, however. He knew Paul’s heavy heart and thus 
he whispered in Paul’s ears the words of comfort and courage: “Do not be afraid; 
keep on speaking, do not silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack 
and harm you, because I have many people in this city” (Acts 18:9).  
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                                   Fountain of Peirene in ancient Corinth 
                      
The Church at Corinth  Paul visited Corinth on his second missionary journey 
(51~53 CE: Acts 15:36-18:22). When he reached this city from Athens, he met a 
Jewish Christian named Aquila and his wife Priscilla who had recently came 
from Italy because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome (Acts 18:2).  
Paul stayed with this couple, probably because of their shared faith and shared 
occupation – “tent-making” or “leather-working.” In Corinth, people of the same 
trade generally lived in the same neighborhoods and participated in guild 
meetings.  

After Silas and Timothy came to Corinth, Paul was able to focus on evangelism 
rather than manual labor. Finally he founded house churches and began to 
ministry. Presumably some larger house churches were established in the 
wealthiest suburbs, while smaller house churches were founded in the city for 
those reluctant to walk long distances. The dispersed meeting place of these 
different house churches was a problem for the unity of the Corinthian church. 
Now I truly understood why Paul emphasized Christian unity in his letter to the 
Corinthians! 

Paul stayed there for eighteen months and left for Ephesus. While in Ephesus, he 
began to hear of troubles in the Corinthian church. He seems to have written a 
short letter to correct some of these issues: “I wrote to you in my letter not to 
 



  

associate with sexually immoral people – not at all meaning. . . But now I 
am writing to you . . .” (1 Cor 5:9) 

A similar thing happened in 2 Corinthians. 2 Corinthians 2:3-4 refers to another 
letter that Paul had written: “And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I would 
not distressed by those who should have made me rejoice. . . For I wrote you 
out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to grieve 
you but to let you know the depth of my love for you.” 

These two letters referred to in 1 Cor. 5:9 and 2 Cor. 2:3 have not survived as far 
as we know. It is no surprise that the Corinthians did not treasure these two letters 
– one misunderstood and one causing much pain – enough to keep them! 
  
* * *  
In order to catch the train back to Athens, we hurried  and got on the bus. On our 
way, I thought about the rise and fall of this historic city. The once outstanding 
city is now a lost attraction. Why?  

Historical research begins with questions: what happened? Why did it happen? 
And what was its consequence? Visiting historical places makes us raise more 
questions, even though our curiosity has not always been satisfied. Corinth was a 
good example, as it imprinted another big research topic on my mind.   

As the train was leaving the platform and moving toward the East, the daylight 
slowly faded. Our exciting day in Corinth was coming to a close.    

Pastor Kyu  
  

 

                                       FEBRUARY PRAYER   
Father, take me to the place where I am saved from my pride and arrogance 
and Christ's humility is centre stage, where I'm lifting up clean hands and a 
pure heart to You. Take me to the place where I'm no longer looking at the 
mountains I face but looking down upon them, where I can see clearly and 
my decisions are flooded with Your light, truth and justice. Father, I bend my 
knee and receive Your truth I open my ears to receive Your counsel I open 
my heart to receive Your eternal wisdom. Amen. 
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FEBRUARY 4—  12:45PM St. Johnsbury Women’s Club   
FEBRUARY13—  11:45PM A Few Good Men at Wright’s 
FEBRUARY 18—-   7:00PM Ad Council Meeting 
FEBRUARY 19—  1:00PM TBI 

Psalm Readings are still going on before service on Sundays. We meet in the 
Fellowship Hall at 10:00 A.M.  Everyone is invited to attend. See you there! 

Some Lay-Leader Musings for February  

February is fast approaching! In fact when you get this we may already have 
turned the calendar page. We think of January as the time for resolutions but why 
not look at new beginnings in February as well?  
I’m praying for renewal and revival at Grace Church and I’m expecting 
miraculous results! Some are already happening from my point of view. A 
wonderful group of volunteers have offered to lead Sunday School for me when I 
need to lead worship or when they just give me a chance to be in worship. I am so 
thankful for their willingness! 
I hear we have some new volunteers helping our food pickup teams! That is a 
wonderful blessing as we’ve been looking and hoping for awhile to get more 
help! God is faithful! 
I hope to see more people sign up for coffee hour hosting on Sunday mornings! 
We have one very, very faithful lady who quietly does this week after week. 
Hoping to see more names on that sign up sheet.  
Thanks to all the faithful “un-decorating” elves who helped put the church back 
to its normal decor after Christmas! Lots of packing away, lugging of boxes, 
organizing and of course laughter made short work of what can be hard work. 
Lastly, in February,  let’s make it a whole month of love 💕 . Spreading God’s 
love to a needy community, sharing His love with our family and friends, serving 
one another in His love! Let love grow at Grace and see what miracles God will 
do! 



  


